
Practice 3 Regular verbs ending in -ar 

In their infinitive form, Spanish verbs end in -ar, -er, and -ir. For example,  

Hablar – to speak 

Comer – to eat 

Vivir – to live 

In our next practice we will work with regular verbs that, like “hablar,” end in -ar 

The verb endings change with the subjects. In the case of the verb “hablar” the verbs are 

Yo hablo – I speak 

Tú hablas – you speak 

Ella, él, Usted habla– she, he, you (formal) speaks 

Nosotras, nosotros hablamos – we speak 

Ustedes, ellos, ellas hablan – y’all, they speak 

Many other verbs follow this regular pattern. In fact, because the form of the verb tells you or 
strongly implies who the subject is, Spanish speakers often omit the subject pronoun. “Tú 
hablas” may be expressed as just “hablas.” Here are some other -ar verbs that follow the 
regular pattern:  

Tomar – to take, to drink (coffee or alcohol) 

Estudiar – to study 

Descansar – to rest 

Desayunar – to eat breakfast 

Gastar – to spend 

Necesitar – to need 

Cantar – to sing 

Conversar – to converse 

Explicar – to explain 

Cenar – to have supper 

Bailar – to dance 

Escuchar – to listen to 

Mirar – to watch 

Enseñar – to teach 

Viajar – to travel 

Dibujar – to draw 

Caminar – to walk 

Comprar – to buy 

Llegar – to arrive 

Llevar – to carry, to wear 

Practicar – to practice 

Preguntar – to ask (a question) 

Preparar – to prepare 

Lavar – to wash 

Terminar – to finish 

Trabajar – to work 

 



 Another -ar verb, Gustar (to be pleasing) functions differently from the other -ar verbs. We 
don’t have a way to say, “I like the music” in Spanish. We have to say, “The music pleases me.” 
(Me gusta la música). Notice how there´s no “Yo” in that phrase. It’s because “I” am not the 
subject, but the indirect object of all the pleasing produced by the music. The music is now the 
subject, and the verb “gustar” is conjugated as “gusta” with the music.  

If we are asked, “¿Te gusta la música clásica?” (Do you like classical music?) We can say, “Sí, me 
gusta la música clásica” or “No, no me gusta la música clásica.” 

If the subject is plural like papas fritas (French fries), flores (flowers) or las canciones de Kenny 
Chesney (Kenny Chesney´s songs), we now have to say “Me gustan las papas fritas” or “No me 
gustan las flores.” 

 


